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RefNo.WDC/ 14 of 2015 Date: 8" January, 2015

To,

The Director/ Principal/ Head of College/ Institution

Respected Madany/ Sir,

The University Women Development Cell (UWDC) is organizing a programme on
20™ January, 2015 at Phirozshah Mehta Bhavan, Civics and Politics
Department, Vidyanagari Campus, University of Mumbai. This programme is to
felicitate Smt. Bhavari Devi for her tremendous fight against the violence which
was done to her when she was attempting to accomplish her duty of preventing
child marriages from happening in her village in Rajasthan. Bhavari Devi who
faced the brutality and trauma of gang-rape, and later faced the callousness of a
caste-based biased judgment at the lower court, took her struggle to the Supreme
Court with the help of several other activists and NGOs. This struggle, as we all
know resulted in the Vishakha Guidelines of 1997 which became a positive step
for addressing sexual harassment at workplace in public institutions in the country.

Bhavari Devi continues to this day to actively fight against injustices that are
committed towards women and children. Her exemplary fight against such
injustice has become a source of inspiration to women from all strata across the

country. She will narrate her struggle and the challenges she continues to face in
trying to prevent violence against women.
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The Vishakha Guidelines have now been formulated into a new law called “The
Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and
Redressal) Act 2013”. Affiliated Colleges and the University, like all other
institutions in the country, have now to mandatorily follow the provisions laid out
in this Act. '

Thus UWDC has thercfore invited eminent lawyer Adv.Jai Vaidya as a guest
speaker for this programme to acquaint us with this Act and guide us as-to the
formation of Internal Committees in the institution and the procedures to be
followed in case of complaints.

Dr. Rajan Welukar, Honourable Vice-Chancellor of the University of Mumbai
will chair the session. '

We ecarnestly request you therefore to ensure that your staff members- especially
the members of the College Women Development Cell- are aware of this
programme and at least two representatives from your College attend the same.

With regards,

ﬂ)?‘ uke—7

Dr.‘_Kranti Jejurkar

Chairperson, UWDC
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Details of the Programme:
Title: Facing and Fighting Against Sexual Harassment
Guest of Honor: ~ Smt. Bhavari Devi, Rajasthan

Guest Speaker:  Adv. Jai Vaidya, Mumbai

Venue: Phirozshah Mehta Bhavan, Department of Civics and
Politics, Vidyanagari, Kalina Campus, University of
Mumbai

Date: Tuesday; January 20, 2015

Time: 11:30 am to 2:30 pm




